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Bob McDowell, Director

Did you know New Jersey consistently ranks among
the top states when it comes to saltwater fisheries? In a
typical year over 900,000 anglers take more than five
million fishing trips. That puts our state third in the
number of anglers and second in the number of fishing
trips along the east coast, with  New Jersey residents
comprising 57% of those participants. 

More than fifty species of marine fish are caught in
New Jersey’s waters. The big three (as you might
expect) are summer flounder, bluefish and weakfish.
New Jersey anglers land more of these species than
any other state, with a 1999 harvest of 1.5 million
summer flounder, 809,000 bluefish, and 583,900
weakfish. Other important species (and New Jersey’s
landings rank) are: black sea bass (2), striped bass (4),
tautog (2), winter flounder (1) and yellowfin tuna (3).
Although most fishing trips in New Jersey take place

on private or rental boats (55%), many anglers (12.3%)
take advantage of the 90 party and over 400 charter
boats that dock here. Other anglers (3.3%) fish from
the many beaches, jetties, bridges and other structures
along the 120-mile New Jersey shoreline.

While providing recreation and food for the fisher-
man, New Jersey’s recreational fishery contributes sig-
nificantly to the state’s economy. The previously men-
tioned party and charter boats, many marinas, bait and
tackle shops and retail boat outlets provide thousands
of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in sales,
state taxes and salaries.

New Jersey also has an impressive commercial fish-
ery. With annual landings value of approximately $95
million, New Jersey is ranked sixth along the east
coast. The recreational and commercial fisheries com-
bined are estimated to contribute in excess of $2 bil-
lion annually to the New Jersey economy. Marine fish-
eries management decisions have direct economic and
social implications to these fisheries, so it is essential
that these decisions are based upon the best scientific
information available. 

Virtually every fishery is under management by state
and/or federal resource agencies, the federal councils
(Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council in our
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Did you know....
New Jersey’s ranks fourth in the country in terms
of the number of saltwater anglers (841,000 from
last 1996 federal survey) - only California, Florida,
and Texas have more saltwater anglers.

New Jersey’s resident saltwater anglers spent more
in 1996 than the total U.S. earnings of Titanic - the
number one box office film in U.S. history.

Table of Contents

Did You Know?

Application for Non-commercial Crab
Pot/Trot Line License.............................23

Articles and Features

• Circle Hooks Can Save Many Fishes’
Lives........................................................6

• Blue Claws: Crabbing in NewJersey........7

• Recreational Anglers Can Make a
Difference (A Striper Story)...................16

• New Jersey’s 17th Waterfowl Print........18

• Sea Run Brown Trout.............................21

• Terrapin Excluders and 
Biodegradable Panels..............................23

• Reader’s Survey......................................26

• Clean Vessel Act Program......................30

Boat Ramp Maintenance
Permit.......................................................30

Free Fishing Days ....................................5

Health Advisories..............................28, 29

Regulatory Update...................................5

Regulations
Baitfish......................................................12
Crustaceans ..............................................12
Federal Regulation chart ..........................18
Finfish..................................................11,12
Horseshoe crabs........................................13
Marine mammals .....................................12
Methods of Fishing ..................................11
Mollusks (Shellfish) .................................13
Sea Turtles.................................................12
State Regulation chart...............................17

Shellfish and Non-commercial
Crab Pot License 
Information............................................22

Striped Bass Bonus Fish
Program application..............................8

Publications Available.............................30

With the exception of the seat, there’s not a soft spot on an Arctic Cat®

ATV. Just look at our new 500 4x4 Automatic. No doubt it’s one 
of the most rugged and durable ATVs for the money. But what do you
expect from something with suspension, a patented ACT™-independent
rear suspension and a class-leading 7.2 in. of travel. Our Duramatic™
fully automatic belt drive transmission™ continuously engages the belt
drive for longer belt life. Plus, you get the most rack capacity, a larger
gas tank-the list goes on and on. If you’re comparing ATVs, when it
comes to the toughest, hardest-working machine for the money, there really is no comparison.To
learn more, or for the Arctic Cat ATV dealer nearest you, call 1-800-3-ARCTIC or visit us on the web
at www.arctic-cat.com

tread lightly®  *Offer valid on new and unused 2000-2001 Arctic Cat ATVs, excluding 500 LEs. Offer good at participating U.S. 
dealers. Extended service contract consists of the standard Arctic Cat 6-month factory warranty and an 18-month extended service
contract--2 years (24 months) total. Winch installation not included. Offer valid 1/1/01-5/31/01. Excluding tax, freight and dealer
setup. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. Never ride
on paved surfaces or public roads. Never carry passengers; never engage in stunt driving; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix and
could cause injury or even death. Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. The Arctic Cat ATV may
not be ridden by anyone under 18 years of age. Arctic Cat recommends that all riders take a training course, and that they read
and understand their owner’s manual before operation. For safety or training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety
Institute at 1-800-887-2887. Along with concerned conservationists everywhere, Arctic Cat urges you to “Tread Lightly” on public
and private land. Preserve your future riding opportunities by showing respect for the  environment, local laws, and the rights of
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Motor Boat Regulations
for information write:

Division of Motor Vehicles
P.O. Box 403, Trenton, NJ 08625-0403

or contact your local DMV 
office for a boat “NJ” number

Hull numbers are issued by 
State Police after their inspection.

State Police Troop “F”
Marine Law Enforcement Stations
Bivalve 856-785-1330
North Wildwood 609-522-0393
Atlantic City 609-441-3586
Burlington 609-387-1221
Ocean 609-296-5807
Point Pleasant 732-899-5050
Monmouth Cty. Det. 732-842-5171
Lake Hopatcong 973-663-3400
Newark Bay 973-578-8173

area), the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
and/or the New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council. In
2001, we are fortunate to be able to speak about recov-
ered stocks (striped bass) or recovering fisheries (sum-
mer flounder, black sea bass) which have come about
largely due to cooperative coastwide management
among all the above organizations. Yet with the annual
adjustments to recreational management measures
(size limits, possession limits, seasons) usually being
more restrictive, anglers continue to question the man-
agement process and if, in fact, things are really get-
ting better.

Data is essentially the driving force behind every
fishery management plan. The basic information on
population size, age of individuals in the population
and harvest amount are examples of data elements
which directly impacts the implementation of manage-
ment measures. It is critical this information is as
thorough as possible. One only needs to attend a few
public hearings to learn the public has very little confi-
dence in the information that is driving the various
fisheries management plans.

The division is committed to improving the quantity
and quality of marine fisheries information. Funding
sources must be found to provide the data to adequate-
ly address all of our fishery management issues includ-
ing the regulations enforcement. New Jersey’s marine
fisheries program is funded through an annual appro-
priation from the state’s general treasury and from the
Federal Aid in Sportfish Restoration Program. For
New Jersey to advance our scientific database from
which fishery management decisions originate, we
must develop a level of funding commensurate with
the value of the marine fisheries resources. Remember
those tremendous economic values mentioned earlier? 

The management of our marine fishery resources
presents a significant challenge. Today, more than ever,
current and adequate information on these resources
and their use is essential for proper management. The
Division of Fish and Wildlife remains committed to
exploring alternatives for adequate funding to ensure
the highest quality fisheries management decisions.

continued from page 2

By Bruce Halgren, Supervising Biologist

Regulatory changes for the 2001 fishing season include important recreational species such as
bluefish, summer flounder, black sea bass, scup, black drum, winter flounder and lobster.

Bluefish:
Good news! The possession limit for bluefish will be increased from 10 fish to 15 fish. There is

no closed season and no minimum size for bluefish.

Summer Flounder (Fluke):
Anglers had a very successful summer flounder season in 2000. In the area from Maine to North

Carolina, estimated fluke landings significantly increased from the 1999 level. Unfortunately, last
year’s good harvest exceeded the management target level and the regulations for 2001 will be
adjusted to bring the recreational harvest back to the coastwide target level of 7.2 million pounds,
established by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC). New Jersey’s size limit
of 16 inches, along with an 8 fish possession limit and a season from May 12 to September 11 are
designed to reduce harvest from the 2000 level by 34%. Anglers should take note that the recre-
ational summer flounder limits for federal waters (greater than 3 miles from the coastline) are
more restrictive than for state waters. The federal fluke regulations are anticipated to be a 15.5
inch size limit, a 3 fish possession limit and an open season from May 25 through September 4.

Black Sea Bass:
A similar situation exists for black sea bass as was discussed above for summer flounder. Anglers

experienced a very good year for black sea bass in 2000, exceeded the target harvest level by more
than 1.5 million pounds and will see somewhat more stringent regulations for 2001 to maintain
compliance with the ASMFC coastwide management plan. The minimum size limit for black sea
bass will increase from 10” to 11”, a possession limit of 25 fish will be in effect and the open sea-
son will extend from May 10 through February 29.

Scup (Porgy):
Scup regulations for 2001 will include an increase in the minimum size limit from 7 inches to 9

inches, maintenance of the 50 fish possession limit and will establish an open season from July 4
through December 31. Scup recreational landings for 2000 are estimated to have more than dou-
bled the 1999 landings. The majority of the increases occurred in the states of New York, Rhode
Island and Massachusetts, but New Jersey anglers also caught more and larger fish.

Black Drum:
The traditional black drum fishery in New Jersey targets large fish in the Delaware Bay during

the spring and early summer. These fish can range in size from “puppy drum” of 15 to 20 pounds,
up to 85 or 90 pounds (the state record black drum weighed in at 102 pounds, 12 ounces). In
response to constituent concerns that large numbers of small black drum were being taken by
anglers, and to reduce the potential for a large expansion of the commercial fishery, the New
Jersey Marine Fisheries Council approved steps to manage the black drum fishery. The new regu-
lations establish an annual commercial quota, a 16 inch minimum size limit for the commercial
and recreational fisheries and a 3 fish recreational bag limit.

REGULATORY UPDATE

continued on page 6

New Jersey’s Free Freshwater Fishing Days
Saturday and Sunday,

June 2 & 3, 2001
On these two days, residents and non-residents may fish New Jersey’s
public fresh waters without a license or a trout stamp. 

All other regulations,
including size and daily catch
limits, remain in effect.



Circle Hooks Can Save Many Fishes’ Lives

Peter Himchak, Principal Fisheries Biologist
After the long awaited tug on that fishing 
line, and the rewarding experience of reeling in 
an elusive prey, the recreational angler is faced 
with a dilemma: Do I keep the prized fish for the 
dinner table or do I release it? 

Fish may be released for many reasons. 
Obviously, fish must be released if they are below 
the minimum size limit, above the daily bag limit,
or are caught during a closed season for that 
species. Many fish caught meeting all legal 
requirements are nonetheless released by an 
increasing number of recreational fishermen who 
choose to release them out of a conservation ethic 

that says: fish released today will be around for 
future enjoyment. The desire to tag and release 
fish also figures prominently in catch and release 
fishing practices. Tagging programs have always 
been popular with fishing clubs whose members 
are eager to participate in scientific investigations 
by tagging fish and following them in subsequent 
years. Encountering fish previously tagged by 
coastal fisheries agencies and releasing them is 
also an excellent opportunity for recreational 
anglers to contribute to the ever-growing body of 
knowledge for saltwater species’ migration 
patterns and determining fishing mortality 
rates.

It comes as no surprise that guidelines on releasing fish to minimize stress and injury to the fish 
frequently appear in print. Nonetheless, it is important to reiterate here:

Proper Handling And Releasing Techniques

• Fighting a fish to exhaustion leads to high catch and release mortality. 
• Keep the hooked fish in the water as much as possible.  
• Minimize physical injury to fish destined for release. 
• Carefully remove hooks using a dehooker or needlenose pliers.
• Cut the line and leave the hook in fish that have been gut hooked. 
• Should removal of the fish from the water be necessary, handle the fish carefully using wet cotton gloves 

or other similar material to minimize loss of the protective fish slime. 
• Avoid touching a fish's gills. 
• Carefully place the fish back in the water. 
• Try to revive a lethargic fish prior to release. 

Most recreational anglers are already familiar with proper handling and release techniques and 
practice them conscientiously. 

One additional contributor to minimizing 
hook and release mortality for those fish taken by 
bait fishermen has evolved in the form of circle 
hooks. The point of a circle hook is turned inward 
as compared to a conventional j-hook and is 
preferably not offset from the shank of the hook. 
Consequently, circle hooks typically
result in most fish being hooked in
the jaw rather than 
more deeply in the gut.  By 
significantly curtailing physical
injury to the fish, hook and release
mortality is greatly reduced.

The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources has been conduct-
ing studies on several saltwater fish species since
1996, evaluating factors that influence the survival of
fish caught and released by recreational anglers. Most
recently their attention has turned to evaluating the
impact of using circle hooks over conventional hooks
when bait fishing for striped bass. Under strict guide-
lines that replicated all aspects of hook and release
fishing, the Maryland study demonstrated that 9.1% of
the striped bass caught on conventional hooks died
following release, whereas only 0.8% of the striped
bass caught on circle hooks died after release. Quite a
noticeable decrease in hook and release mortality! The
study further explains that this decrease in mortality is
attributed to the fact that circle hooks produce mini-
mal hook wounds and it is the 
location of a hook wound that largely influences 
the survival of released fish. Of course, environmental
factors such as water temperature and salinity also
greatly influence the survival of released fish.
A similar evaluation of the use of baited circle hooks

over conventional baited j-hooks in decreasing the
mortality of hook and release fishing for striped bass,
was conducted recently  by the Massachusetts

Division of Marine Fisheries. Their field investiga-
tions similarly showed a substantial reduction in mor-
tality for fish hooked and released using baited circle
hooks. Again, it was the reduction in the lethal
wounding/physical injury, 27.5% mortality for 
j-hooks and 1.6% mortality for circle hooks that

accounted for the  significant
decrease in hook and release 
mortality.               

Interestingly, both studies present
data that support catching more fish
using circle hooks when bait fishing
than using conventional hooks. Also,
the mean size of the fish caught was
uninfluenced by the type of hook

being used.  
What can all this mean for New Jersey, particularly

for the state’s striped bass sportfishery? Consider that
in 1999, approximately 1.4 million striped bass were
caught in New Jersey marine waters according to the
Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey, and
that over 1.1 million of these fish were released.
Applying the conventional 8% hook and release mor-
tality estimate used in the interstate fisheries manage-
ment plan for striped bass, approximately 91,480
striped bass were killed as a result of having been
caught and released. For those fishermen using baited
hooks rather than lures, this 8% hook and release
mortality estimate can be severely curtailed.

The acceptance of circle hooks among bait fisher-
men is increasing and the popularity of circle hooks
grows. It likely the use of circle hooks will continue
to expand in sportfisheries where baited hooks were
common, as anglers continue to demonstrate their
conservation ethic by releasing many legal size fish
for tomorrow's enjoyment. 
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Winter Flounder:
The recreational minimum size limit increased

for winter flounder 
from 10.5” to 11” on January 1, 2001. This was
the final step in a two year program designed to
increase the size limit for winter flounder from
10 to 11 inches in length. The split, open sea-
son will remain as it has been with a spring
open season from March 1 through May 31 and
a fall open season from September 15 through
December 31. There is no possession limit for
winter flounder.

Lobster:
In coordination with the ASMFC lobster man-

agement plan, the division has implemented a
limited entry program for the commercial lob-
ster fishery. To allow for a continued recre-
ational pot fishery for lobster, the division will
continue to offer licenses to take lobster by pots
or traps for personal consumption. Under the
new permit system, the recreational use of a
lobster license will be limited to no sale and a
limit of ten pots or traps.

American Eel:
A possession and harvest limit has been estab-

lished for the recreational use of American eels.
Anglers may not take more than 50 eels per
person per day. Anglers may, however, keep
more than 50 eels in storage for personal use
provided they possess no more than 50 eels per
person while fishing.

General:
Also new for the 2001 fishing season is a regu-
lation concerning the sale of fish caught with
recreational gear and a regulation to encourage
ethical fishing practices. The first is a require-
ment that any fish taken with recreational gear
(such as rod and reel, spear gun or hand line)
and subsequently sold, must adhere to the larg-
er size limit established for either the recre-
ational or commercial fishery. The second is a
requirement that any fish which is intentionally
killed shall become part of the fisherman’s
daily possession limit. This means an angler
may not throw back a dead summer flounder in
order to keep a larger summer flounder he or
she later catches, in order to remain within the
daily possession limit. This regulation would
also restrict an individual from intentionally
killing and throwing back a fish he or she 
considers a “trash” fish.

Additional commercial regulations have been
implemented for American lobster, Atlantic
croaker, spiny dogfish, shad, scup, black sea
bass, summer flounder, tautog, weakfish, blue
crabs and horseshoe crabs and are summarized
in the division’s 2001 Commercial Regulations
publication, found at the New Jersey Division
of Fish and Wildlife’s web site: www.njfishand-
wildlife.com.

Regulatory Update   
continued from page 5
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By:
Paul Scarlett
Principal Fisheries Biologist,
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Joseph Dobarro
Rutgers University

Of the wide variety of marine 
animals on the Atlantic coast, none 
is more well-known by people, young and
old, than the blue crab. The crab’s abun-
dance, beautiful coloration, pugnacious
temperament and delicious flavor make it a
favorite of recreational anglers in New
Jersey. Crabbing is a family sport that can
be enjoyed by everyone and when com-
pared to other forms of recreation, it is rela-
tively inexpensive. In addition to its recre-
ational value, the blue crab also supports an
important commercial fishery.

The blue crab is known to scientists as
Callinectes sapidus (kal i nek’ tes  sap’ i
dus). The literal translation of this Latin
name is the beautiful (calli) swimmer 
(nectes) that is savory (sapidus). The blue
crab certainly lives up to its name with bril-
liant blends of olive-green, blue and red,
the ability to dart swiftly through the 
water and a body of delicate, white meat.

Of all New Jersey’s marine fish and shell-
fish, more effort is expended in catching the
blue crab than any other single species. 
Surveys indicate that three-quarters 
of the State’s saltwater fishermen go crab-
bing and that crabbing accounts for roughly
30 percent of all marine fishing activity. 
Recreational crabbing is particularly impor-
tant in the upper portion of Barnegat Bay,
Little Egg Harbor and the Maurice River 
estuary, comprising 65 to 86 percent of the
total recreational harvest in these areas.

Unfortunately, very little is known about
the effort expended, the total harvest and
the overall economic value of the recre-
ational crab fishery. Such information is 
extremely valuable in managing the blue
crab resource and in upholding the interests
of the State’s crabbers, yet the information
is difficult and expensive to collect.

Blue crabs are abundant all 
along the Jersey coast, in tidal creeks and
rivers and in shallow, saltwater bays, from
the Hudson River to Delaware Bay.

Although most small boats are ideal for
reaching crabbing areas, almost any bank,
bulkhead, bridge or pier bordering tidal
waters can provide excellent crabbing.

One of the most popular harvest methods
is to use baited lines or traps from the bank
or a boat. The most common baits are men-
haden (bunker) and chicken necks, but any
fresh fish will work well. Many fishermen
save the racks from filleted fish for crab
bait. A very inexpensive bait line can be
made by tying a 6 ounce sinker and a large
hook (8/0) to one end of a 15 to 20 foot
cord. A short stick is tied to the other end
and used to secure the bait line on the bank
and to store the cord.

Most crabbers operate between 5 and 10
bait lines, checking them every few min-
utes. When a crab is felt tugging on the
bait, retrieve the line slowly and steadily
until the feeding crab is close enough to be 
scooped up with a long-handled dip net.
Don’t try to lift the crab out of the water
with the line - it’s nearly sure to drop off
back into the water.

There are also a variety of wire and net
traps that are used to catch crabs. They are
particularly effective when used from a
bridge.

When crabbing from a boat it is a good
idea to use both hand lines and traps, for
sometimes one will work better than the
other. Also effective is anchoring your boat
at the bow and stern to prevent unnecessary
movement of the baits and traps. Always
use fresh bait. After several hours of dunk-
ing, bait will lose much of its attractant
odor and should be replaced with a fresh 
piece.
Another technique, especially effective for

soft or shedder crabs, is to wade in shallow
waters with a scoop net. This method works
only when the water is clear and calm.
Crabs can also be scooped from marsh
banks and around bridge pilings and bulk-
heads.

One of the best and easiest methods for
holding your catch is a bushel basket with a
lid. Keep the basket in the coolest place
possible. Your catch will keep at least a day
in this manner. Avoid leaving crabs in direct
sunlight, especially during the summer
months. Do not put crabs in a bucket of
water for they will soon use all of the avail-
able dissolved oxygen and drown. Closed
containers and plastic bags will also kill

your catch. To transport crabs long dis-
tances, put them in a cooler on top of ice.

Before cooking, rinse crabs in freshwater,
making sure they are all alive. If a crab’s
legs and claws hang limp and show no
signs of movement it is probably dead and 
should be discarded. Crabs may be
steamed or boiled, depending on your pref-
erence.

Drop the live crabs into a large pot of
boiling water and cook for 8 to 10 minutes.
The shells will turn a bright red when fully
cooked. Many people add "seafood boil" or 
“Old Bay” seasoning to the water, giving
the crab meat a spicy flavor. After cooking,
remove the crabs from the water and allow
them to cool before picking out the meat.

To clean a hard crab, remove the carapace
shell by lifting the apron and pulling 
forward. Rinse out the internal organs and 
finger-like gills. Then snap off the 
mouthparts, legs and claws. The edible
meat is contained within the claws and the
two thin-shelled compartments on either
side of the body. Remove the meat from the 
body by breaking open the compartments
or by cutting across them laterally with a
knife.  Crack the claws open with a knife or
a nutcracker.

Crab meat spoils rapidly and must be
refrigerated as soon as possible. Do not
rinse the picked meat for this will remove
much of its delicate flavor. Crab meat can 
also be frozen and stored. It should 
be packed tightly in freezer containers and
frozen as soon as possible after picking. To
prevent freezer burn during long period of 
storage, pour a brine solution of one tea-
spoon of salt dissolved in a quart of water
over the packed meat.

With soft crabs, very little preparation is
needed. They should be cleaned while still
alive. Cut away the mouthparts and eye-
stalks, lift the carapace and remove the 
feather-like gills. The rest is edible. To
store, wrap in plastic and freeze. Crabbers
in New Jersey should refer to “A Guide to
Health Advisories for Eating Fish and 
Crabs Caught in New Jersey” found 
on page 28 . Anyone intending to 
harvest blue crabs must be aware of 
the regulations governing crabbing 
which are found on page 13 of this 
issue of the Fish and Wildlife Digest. 

Blue Claws: Crabbing in New Jersey
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NEW JERSEY WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE

WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE ORDER FORM

The NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife is proud to announce the publication
of the New Jersey Wildlife Viewing Guide.  The publication of the Guide is
the culmination of a two year project coordinated by the Division’s
Endangered and Nongame Species Program to establish a network of view-
ing sites throughout the state.

The Guide beautifully illustrates the
rich natural treasures that few people
realize exist in the state.  Experience
the amazing diversity of New Jersey’s
wildlife and habitats at 87 of the state’s
best Wildlife Viewing Areas.  The 165
page Guide is full of color photos and
illustrations and provides directions to
each site and information on site facili-
ties, best viewing seasons and which
animals and habitats can be seen.

Unique to the New Jersey Guide is the
addition of Wildlife Diversity Tours.  In
four regions, expanded information is
provided on five sites in each region that
when experienced through a 2-3 day trip provide a deeper understanding and
appreciation of the ecosystems and wildlife found in the region.

Order yours today by using the order form below.

The creation of the Wildlife Viewing Guide and the development of a
Watchable Wildlife Program for New Jersey was made possible in part
through grants from the EPA, US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park
Service and Department of Defense.  Major funding has been provided
through proceeds from the sale of ‘Conserve Wildlife’ license plates.

Name________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________

State___________________ Zip_________________

Send Check or Money Order for $10.95 Plus $3.95 S/H to:

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Endangered and Nongame Species Program
PO Box 400 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

N.J. Division of Fish, Game, & Wildlife
Endangered & Nongame Species Program

Conserve
Wildlife

APPLICATION
STRIPED BASS BONUS 

FISH PROGRAM

Date  ______________________________________

Name ________________________________________

Address ____________________________________

City ______________ State _____ Zip Code _________

County________________________________________

*Social Security # ________________________________

Telephone  Day__________________________________

**E-mail ____________________________________

MAIL COMPLETE FORM TO:
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Striped Bass Bonus Fish Program

P.O. Box 418
Port Republic, NJ 08241

*Required for processing application

** To receive special NJ Fish and Wildlife notices

You must enclose a self addressed, stamped #10

business sized envelope for each applicant to receive

two fish possession cards

DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE USE ONLY

Possession Cards #’s Issued  
Date Mailed to Applicant 

Last

Number and Street

First Middle Initial

✃

Duplicate
Check
Initials

Call 1-800-645-0038
TODAY

Mention this ad
and pay

only $13.50
for a new
one-year

subscription.

New Jersey’s Natural
and Historic Resources

and Outdoor Recreation
Magazine

That’s
20% off

the cover price!

OnlyOnlyOnlyOnlyOnly
$13.50



HARRY’S...
NJ’S MOST UNUSUAL

OUTDOOR STORE
Serving the tri-state outdoorsman since 1949!

NEW for Spring 2001

•Hunting •Fishing• Archery •Camping• Boots & Shoes •Clothing
•Paintball •Paddle Sports •Guns & Ammo Guns & Ammo •Knives •Optics & GPS

Expanded Fishing Department featuring..Expanded Fishing Department featuring...

Our Fly Fishing Department has a complete
selection of fly tying equipment and a large variety

of fly rods and reels – It’s Stocked year round!

NJ & PA Fishing Licenses Available

691 Route 130, Yardville, NJ 08691
609-585-5450  Outside NJ Call (800) 486-7872

JUST 1 MILE SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 195 ON ROUTE 130.
TAKE NJ TPK EXIT 7A TO 195 W TO 130 S. ( LOOK FOR US ON THE LEFT)

Our Professionals are available to assist you in
your equipment selection from beginner to expert

Great New
Paint Ball

Department

Visit our NEW
PADDLE SPORTS

SHOP
over 500 boats

in stock

 NEW JERSEY’S
LARGEST

SELECTION OF
ARCHERY

EQUIPMENT

NJ’s #1
RETAIL
GUN

DEALER

VISIT US @ www.harrys.com

OPEN 7
DAYS

Over 1,500 fishing rods on display!

HARRY’S
NJ’s Most Unusual Outdoor Store
Where Outdoor Adventure Begins

HARRY’S



Relax. . . .
aboard one of our fully equipped rental houseboats.

Our houseboats range from 40 to 58 feet in length. They all have living and dining
areas, kitchens equipped with stove, refrigerator, microwave; bathroom with full sized
shower; 1 to 4 bedrooms, and generators.  The front decks are complete with large ice
chest, table & chairs & gas grill.  THe larger models have waterslides and our three
newest ones also have hot tubs on the top deck.

Marina Facilities also include:

• Pontoon boat Rentals • Ski boat Rentals
• Utility boat Rentals • Jet ski Rentals
• Parasail rides • Sightseeing
• Restaurant • Marina Store
• Dinner &Sightseeing cruises aboard the new Princess

SEVEN POINTS MARINA

Houseboat Rentals
SEVEN POINTS MARINA

SEVEN POINTS MARINA
RD 1, Raystown Lake, Hesston, PA 16647

Ph: 814-658-3074  Fax: 814-658-2062  
Web Site: www.7pointsmarina.com

Email us at: aei@pointsmarina.com

Located in the beautiful mts. of South Central PA

Make your
reservations to visit

us this season
April thru October.

Call or write
for our 2001
brochures.

SWIM

DISCOVER

TAN

CRUISE

FISH

RAYSTOWN LAKE, PA                    118 MILES OF SHORELINERAYSTOWN LAKE, PA                    118 MILES OF SHORELINE

SWIM

DIVEDIVE

FISH

CRUISE

DISCOVER

TAN 
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length marked out on a flat surface for
quick access.

Filleting
The filleting at sea of all fish with a size

limit is prohibited.  Party boats may fillet fish
at sea if they obtain a Special Fillet Permit.
Applications may be obtained from the
Marine Fisheries Administration.
Black drum

*The minimum size limit for black drum is
16 inches in total length and the daily posses-
sion limit is 3 fish. There is no closed season
for black drum.*
Black Sea Bass

The minimum size limit for black sea bass
is 11 inches measured along the midline from
the snout to the end of the central portion of
the tail, not to include the tail filaments.
The daily possession limit is 25 fish and the
open season extends from May 10 through
February 29.
Bluefish

Bluefish taken with hook and line may be
sold only from June 16 through August 7
and only if the harvester is in possession of a
valid commercial bluefish permit issued for
his or her vessel by the National Marine
Fisheries Service (978/281-9370). Any har-
vester in possession of a valid commercial
bluefish permit may possess more than 15
bluefish per day but only during the commer-
cial season of June 16 through August 7.
Shark

The minimum size limit for any species of
shark, except dogfish (see note below) is 48
inches total length. 
Sharks - Prohibited Species
basking shark sand tiger shark

whale shark bigeye sand tiger shark
white shark

The fins may not be removed from a

shark, except after fishing has ceased and
such shark has been landed. A shark may be
eviscerated and the head and tail removed
prior to landing, provided that the alternate
length as measured from the origin of the
first dorsal fin to the pre-caudal pit (located
just forward of the origin of the upper lobe of
the tail fin) is not less than 23 inches in
length.  The possession limit is 2 shark per
vessel.
Note: To differentiate sharks from  dogfish –
the smooth dogfish has flat, tiny teeth; the
spiny dogfish has strong, dorsal spines, short-
er than, and in front of, the dorsal fin. Neither
is present in sharks.
Striped Bass 
(includes Hybrid Striped Bass)

The possession limit for striped bass /
hybrid striped bass is two fish. One fish may
be greater than or equal to 24 inches to less
than 28” (slot fish) while the other fish must
be 28 inches or greater. It does not matter
which fish is harvested first. Anglers partici-
pating in the Striped Bass Program Bonus
Program (see below) may posses an addition-
al striped bass at 28 inches or greater.
Anglers do not need to harvest a slot fish
prior to taking a Bonus fish.

It is illegal to take, catch or kill any striped
bass from or in any marine waters of this
state, by means of a net of any description, or
by any methods other than angling with a
hook and line or by spear fishing.

It is illegal to possess any striped bass, or
parts of a striped bass from which the head
and / or tail has been removed (other than
while in preparation or being served as food),
which is less than the legal minimum size.

Resource Information
Anyone who takes fisheries resources

may be required to provide information on
the species, number, weight or other infor-
mation pertinent to management of
resources.
Methods of Fishing

No person shall take, catch, kill or
attempt to take, catch or kill any fish within
the marine waters of the State by any means
except in the manner commonly known as
angling with hand line or rod and line
unless specifically provided for by statute or
regulation.
Spear Fishing

Spear fishing can be conducted by means
of a spear, harpoon or other missile while
completely submerged in the marine waters
of the state for any species, except lobster.

Persons who fish with a spear for species
with size limits are reminded that it is their
responsibility to ensure the fish meets the
minimum size limits before being killed or
injured.
Fish Releasing 

All fish which are undersize, not intended
for eating or not to be kept for mounting,
educational or scientific purposes should be
released immediately to the wild. This
should be done GENTLY and QUICKLY.
Here are some specific suggestions:
* For small fish, grasp it with wet hands

around the “neck” from below, closing
the gill covers. Do NOT get fingers under
the gill covers into the gill area.  Grasp
the hook at its bend, either with fingers or
pliers, and gently shake it loose. If unsuc-
cessful cut the hook or leader as short as
possible with pliers. It is best to do this in
or over the water.  If not possible, do not
let fish flop on the deck.

* For large fish, do not attempt to handle it.
Reach out over the water and cut hook or
leader as short as possible.

* Use only plain hooks, not stainless, so
they will rust away quickly in the fish’s
mouth.

* To measure fish for legal size, have a
measuring device or template of that

2001 Summary of Marine Fish & Shellfish Regulations
This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details.

All persons are reminded that statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities.

FINFISH

continued on page 12*....* These items contained within asterisks are anticipated to be adopted in the spring of 2001.
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Harvest and possession of striped bass
from federal waters (outside 3 miles) is pro-
hibited.

Sale of striped bass in N.J. is prohibited.
Closed seasons:
Jan. 1 - Feb. 28 - All waters except the
Atlantic Ocean from 0-3 miles offshore.
April 1 - May 31 - Delaware River & Bay
and their tributaries from the upstream side of
the U.S. Route 1 bridge downstream to and
including the Salem River and its tributaries.
Striped Bass Bonus Fish Program
Fishermen may possess one (1) additional
striped bass per day under the Striped Bass
Bonus Fish Program subject to the following:
1. The fisherman must apply for and receive a
fish possession card (See application, page 8)
in advance of attempting to take a bonus fish.
2. The minimum size limit for a striped bass
taken under the bonus program is 28 inches.
3. Fisherman must comply with all aspects of
the regulations. A guide to these regulations is
provided with the fish possession cards.
4. Two fish possession cards are issued to
each applicant. Only one card is good per day.
Cards are valid only during the year issued.
The tan card is only good for the 2001 
season.
5. Participants wishing to continue in the pro-
gram in future years can do so by mailing the
fishing logs enclosed with their cards.

Additional cards will be provided upon
checking fish at one of the 63 designated
check stations or by mailing the completed
card to the Division. For more information
regarding this program call 609-748-2020.
Summer Flounder (Fluke)

The possession and minimum size limit for
summer flounder is 8 fish at 16 inches and an
open season from May 12 to September 11.
Tautog (BlackFish)

The minimum size limit for tautog is 14
inches. There is a 1 fish possession limit dur-
ing the period of June 1 through October 9
and a 10 fish possession limit during the peri-
od of October 10 through May 31.
Weakfish (Gray & Spotted Seatrout)

The possession and minimum size limit for
weakfish is 14 fish, at least 14 inches in
length.
Winter Flounder

The minimum size limit for winter flounder
is 11.  For winter flounder the open season is
March 1 - May 31 and September 15 -
December 31. There is no possession limit. 

Additional Marine Fishing Seasons
See pages 17 and 18 for the clip out refer-

ence charts applicable to both New Jersey
State and Federal waters.
Prohibited Species

It is illegal to take, possess, land, purchase,
or sell any of the following species:
Atlantic Sturgeon
Basking Shark
Bigeye Sand Tiger Shark
Sand Tiger Shark
Shortnosed Sturgeon
Whale Shark
White Shark

It is illegal to intentionally molest, kill or
possess sea turtles or marine mammals, or
to possess any part thereof.

No license is required for the taking of
baitfish for personal use with the following
gear:
1. Dip nets 24” in diameter or less for the
taking of herring for live bait.
2. Bait seines 50 feet long or less.
3. Cast nets 20 feet in diameter or less.
4. Lift or umbrella nets four feet square or
less.
5. Not more than five (5) killipots for tak-
ing killifish for bait.
6. Not more than two miniature fykes or
pots for the taking of killifish or eels for
bait.

Fish taken in this manner may not be
sold or used for barter unless a commercial
bait net license is in possession.

No person shall take more than 35
alewife or blueback herring in aggregate
per day.

No person shall take or attempt to take
fish by any means from the Deal Lake
flume, Lake Takanasse spillway or Wreck
Pond spillway on any Monday, Wednesday
or Friday during the months of April and
May.

American Lobster
The legal possession size of whole lob-

sters, measured from the rear of the eye
socket along a line parallel to the center
line of the body shell to the rear of the body
shell, shall be not less than 3 1/4 inches
Lobster parts may not be possessed at sea
or landed.

The possession limit is 6 lobsters per per-
son. No person shall possess any lobster
with eggs attached or from which eggs have
been removed or any female lobster with a

v-notched tail, as illustrated above.
The use of spears, gigs, gaffs or other

penetrating devices as a method of capture
for lobsters is prohibited. A license is
required for the use of pots or traps for the
capture of lobsters.
Crabs
1. Crabs may be taken recreationally with
hand lines, manually operated collapsible
traps or scoop nets without a license. A
non-commercial crab pot license is required
for the use of not more than two (2) non-
collapsible Chesapeake-style crab pots (see
illustration on page 23) or two (2) trot lines
to harvest crabs. See page 23 for the non-
commercial crab pot license application or
stop by coastal bait and tackle shops. 

The possession limit of one (1) bushel per
person per day and the prohibition of sale
applies under this license.
2. It is illegal to harvest or possess more
than one bushel of crabs per day per person
or offer for sale any crabs without having in
your possession a valid commercial crab-
bing license.
3. Minimum size of crabs that may be har-
vested (measured from point to point of
shell) are as follows:
a. Peeler or shedder crab - 3 inches
b. Soft crab - 3 1/2 inch
c. Hard crab - 4 3/4 inches (for sale)
d. Hard crab - 4 1/2 inches (possession)
4. All female crabs with eggs attached and
all undersized crabs shall be returned to the
water immediately.
5. Recreational trot lines shall not exceed

BAIT FISH

CRUSTACEANS

SEA TURTLES & MARINE MAMMALS

2001 Summary of Marine Fish and
Shellfish Regulations
continued from page 11

continued on page 13



Vol.14 No.3 May 2001 NEW JERSEY Fish & Wildlife DIGEST     13

150 feet in length with a maximum of 25
baits.
6. All pots and trot lines shall be marked
with the identification number of the owner.
7. All crab pots must be tended at least
once every 72 hours.
8. No floating line may be used on any crab
pot or crab pot buoy.
9. No crab pot shall be placed in any area
that would obstruct or impede navigation or
in any creek less than 50 feet wide.
10. Only the owner, his agent or a law
enforcement officer may raise or remove
contents of a legally set fishing device.
11. Crabs taken with a bait seine may be
retained for personal use only if the fisher-
man possesses a bait net license, and may
not be bartered or sold unless the fisherman
possesses a commercial crab license.
12. No crabs may be harvested from the
Newark Bay Complex as described under
the section on Health Advisories, page 28.
13. Crab Pot/Trot Line seasons:
Delaware Bay and tributaries - April 16 to
Dec. 14; all other waters - Mar 15 to Nov
30. The following waters are closed to the
use of crab pots and trot lines: Cumberland
Co: Cohansey River and creeks named
Back, Cedar, Nantuxent, Fortesque,
Oranoken, and Dividing; Cape May Co:
West and Bidwell Creeks and the Cape
May Canal; Atlantic Co: Hammock Cove
(Dry Bay); Ocean Co.: on East shore of
Barnegat Bay, that area of Sedge Islands
WMA enclosed by a line drawn from the
northern bank of Fishing Creek on Island
Beach State Park to the northern tip of the
Sedge Island (Hensler Island), then south
from point to point along the western side
of the Sedge Islands WMA and terminating
on the most southwestern point of Island
Beach State Park.
14. The Division will issue a non-commer-
cial crab dredge license for the harvest of
not more that one bushel of crabs during
the crab dredge season. Crabs so taken may
not be sold or offered for barter. There is a
fee of $15.00 for this non-commercial crab
dredge license. Call the Marine Fisheries
Administration at 609/748-2040.

NOTICE: All non-collapsible Chesapeake-
style crab pots (see illustration on page 23)
must be constructed to include a biodegrad-
able panel designed to create an opening to

allow crabs and other organisms to escape
if the pot is lost or abandoned. All non-col-
lapsible Chesapeake-style crab pots set in
any man-made lagoon or any water body
less than 150 feet wide must also include a
turtle excluder device inside all pot
entrance funnels.

The harvest of horseshoe crabs is prohibited
without a permit. Applications are available
from the Marine Fisheries Administration.

1. All persons must be licensed to partici-
pate in the harvest of hard clams, soft
clams, surf clams and oysters.
2. It is illegal to harvest clams, oysters and
mussels from condemned waters, even for
bait purposes. It is also illegal to harvest
surf clams from beaches adjacent to water
classified as condemned.
Water classification charts are available
from license agents, any state shellfish
office or Marine Police Station. Charts are
updated annually.
3. Shellfish harvesting is prohibited before
sunrise, after sunset and on Sundays.
4. Harvesting of clams, oysters and mussels
on public grounds is restricted to the use of
hand implements. 
5. It is illegal to harvest shellfish from
leased grounds.  These grounds are delin-
eated by stakes or buoys set by the lease
holder. Charts of the leases may be exam-
ined at the Nacote Creek or Bivalve
Shellfish Offices during regular business
hours.
Hard Clams
1. No person shall harvest more than 150
clams per day unless such person is a hold-
er of a commercial clam license. Only certi-
fied shellfish dealers may purchase clams
from commercial harvesters. All persons
selling clams commercially must tag each
container listing date of harvest, name and
address of the harvester and the waters
from which the shellfish were harvested.
2. A non-resident recreational license is
valid only during the months of June, July,
August and September. 
3. Anyone engaged in any clamming activi-
ty with someone holding a commercial
clam license must also possess their own
commercial clam license.
4. It is illegal to dredge clams. Hand imple-
ments are the only legal harvest methods.

5. The minimum size of hard clams that
may be harvested is 1-1/2 inches in length.
Clams less than 1-1/2 inches in length must
be immediately returned to the bottom from
which they were taken.
6. It is illegal to harvest shellfish on Sunday
except on the seasonal waters of the
Navesink and Shrewbury Rivers between
November 1 and April 30.
Oysters
1. Oysters may be sold only to certified
dealers.
2. It is illegal to dredge oysters on public
grounds. All harvesting on public grounds
is restricted to the use of hand implements.
3. Shells taken in the process of harvesting
oysters must be culled from the live oysters
and returned immediately to the area from
where they were taken.
4. Specific seasons and regulations exist for
oyster beds in Great Bay, Delaware Bay,
the Mullica, Great Egg Harbor and
Tuckahoe rivers. Check with appropriate
shellfish offices for detailed regulations.
5. One license covers recreational and com-
mercial oystering.

New Jersey
Division of Fish & Wildlife

– Mission –
To protect and manage the state’s fish and

wildlife to maximize their long-term biologi-
cal, recreational and economic values for all

New Jerseyans.

– Goals –
1. To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of

fish and wildlife species at stable,
healthy levels and to protect and
enhance the many habitats on which
they depend.

2. To educate New Jerseyans on the values
and needs of our fish and wildlife and
to foster a positive human/wildlife co-
existence.

3. To maximize the recreational and com-
mercial use of New Jersey’s fish and
wildlife for both present and future
generations.

Coastal 
Workshop 

For Teachers 
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife

hosts a weekend coastal workshop
annually in May at the Wetlands Institute 

In Stone Harbor.

Openings for this year may still be 
available. Or call to be placed on the 

mailing list for future workshops:

609-748-2031

2001 Summary of Marine Fish and
Shellfish Regulations
continued from page 12

HORSESHOE CRABS

MOLLUSKS (SHELLFISH)



SERVING SPORTSPEOPLE AND ATHLETES SINCE 1909
513 West Union Avenue (Rt. 28), Bound Brook, N.J.

500 yards from Rt. 287, 1/4 mile from Rt. 22, approx. 2 miles east of Bridgewater Commons.
(732) 356-0604        Fax (732) 805-9860

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 9:00-9:00 - Wed. & Sat., 9:00-5:30 - Sun. 11:00-5:00

Fresh and Saltwater Tackle
Knowledgeable staff - unlike chain stores. We stock left hand reels.

Repairs and Service Available Fishing gear for men & women and children
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Shimano - Seaguar - Scott - Penn - Abel - Wulff - Simms - S.A. - Yo Zuri - Owner - Gamakatsu - Abu - Thompson

Pro Line - Shakespeare - Berkley - Cannon - Pate - Orvis - Teeny - Cortland - Renzetti - Partridge

• Gun Smithing • Team Sports Outfitting • Camping • Kayaks • Athletic Equipment 
• Archery • Clothing • Footwear • Fishing • Hunting • Guns-New/Used • Football 
• Baseball • Softball • Soccer • Hockey • Tennis • Books • Videos And Much More!   
Rentals: Tents & Backpacks

TREMENDOUS STOCK OF QUALITY EQUIPMENT

SPORTING
GOODS CO.

Since 1909

We Sell NEW JERSEY and
PENNSYLVANIA Hunting 

& Fishing Licenses

NJ’s Family Owned

Name: Address: City: State: Zip:

FREE
ANDE Premium Mono Line 15 to 30lb
wound on your reel (up to 400yds) Limit

one per customer. Offer expires Aug 30, 2001
Coupon must be presented

EFINGER

Musky Trout Hatchery, Inc.

Certified Whirling Disease FREE!
All Species of Game and Pan Fish in New Jersey

Fish Delivered or Picked-up at our Scenic Hatchery in Warren County
Our Hours are: M - F 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM • Sat 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

“We Specialize in Sportsmen’s Club Stocking”

279 Bloomsbury Road, Asbury, NJ 08802
Telephone (908) 479-4893

After 5:00 PM call Jeff or Vern Mancini (908) 638-8747

• Trout
• Largemouth Bass
• Bluegills
• Hybred Striped Bass
• Channel Catfish

• Bullhead Catfish
• Yellow Perch
• Fat Head Minnows
• White Amur (Grass Eating Carp)

• KOI

New Jersey’s
Oldest Hatchery - Est. 1865

Where
Quality
Counts!
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New Jersey’s Reef Program

How much does it cost and 
what will you receive for sponsoring ocean habitats?

1 $125 yes yes no no

3 $300 yes yes no no

7 $500       yes yes yes no

12 $750       yes yes yes no

20 $1000     yes yes yes yes
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Don’t Miss The 10th Annual
Governor’s Surf Fishing

Tournament

Recreational Anglers Can Make a Difference
(A Striper Story)

New Jersey ranks 11th in the country in
terms of the overall economic impact 
created by sport fishing (saltwater and
freshwater) in the state, yet receives less
Federal Aid in Sportfish Restoration funds
than either Nevada or New Mexico, and
only receives a larger apportionment than
Guam, Virgin Islands, American Samoa,
the Northern Mariana Islands and the
District of Columbia.

Did You Know?

October 7, 2001
Island Beach State Park

Over 1,000 adults and children registered
in 2000! The tournament generated more
than $10,000 in registration fees to be
used for conservation projects such as
construction of beach access ramps,
mobilized fishing education carts and
specialized wheelchairs for the disabled
and elderly. Tournament goal: to foster a
life-long commitment to marine conser-
vation and the sport of surf fishing.

Joe Earley of Toms River, New Jersey -
32 5/8” striped bass, 2000 Grand Prize
winner received the Governor’s Trophy
along with a Penn rod and reel combo,
gift certificates and other prizes.

Registration: $10 - adults 18 and older;
$5 - teens 13-17; children 12 and under
Free, but must be accompanied by an
adult. 
For more information, visit our website:

www.njfishandwildlife.com
For registration forms and more informa-
tion, send a SASE to:
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, 605
Pequest Rd., Oxford, NJ 07863 
or call 908-637-4125

Participants may also register at the tour-
nament beginning at 5 a.m. Free park
entry to those registering for the tourna-
ment. A $25 beach buggy weekend 
permit is required to drive on the 
beach - available at the park entrance.

By Russ Allen, Principal Fisheries Biologist
With Thomas Baum, Principal Fisheries Biologist

Last June while fishing with my sons Dan (8) and Matt (5) on Great
Bay, Dan hooked up with his very first striped bass. After a challenging
fight we netted the fish, which measured just less than 28 inches. Although
we managed to catch a few other stripers that day, including a feisty 23-
inch striper by Matt along with some nice sized fluke, Dan's fish was our
only keeper bass. When we returned to Captain Mike's Marina, Dan was
the toast of the town, and was nothing but smiles as he proudly displayed
his catch to the rest of the neighborhood. My personal thanks to all the
Striped Bass Bonus Program participants who made those moments possi-
ble. Did I lose you here?

Let me back up a bit. New Jersey's Striped Bass Bonus Program is one
of the best sources of recreational fishing activity along the east coast. The division received
more than 2,500 fishing logs form participants for the 2000 calendar year, representing over 10,000
striped bass directed fishing trips. The data from this program are used for various striped bass
management measures, most notably the regulations that produces the 24" to < 28" fish referred to
as "slot fish" for New Jersey's anglers (and therefore Dan's keeper) during 2000 and 2001. (See
page 11 for the 2001 striper regulations.) I'll present you with the short version of how the data
were utilized. Then you can decide if fisheries resource managers actually hear what the recre-
ational fishing community has to say.

By the fall of 1999 it became apparent that new striped bass regulations would be necessary 
for 2000. A projected overharvest of age 8 and older stripers made it necessary to reduce the 
harvest on theses older fish by 14% - or face a moratorium. The majority of east coast states 
were forced to use data from the 1998 National Marine Fisheries Service's Marine Recreational 
Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS), while New Jersey was able to find a pot of gold lying in its 
1998 Striped Bass Bonus Program data. We examined the MRFSS database, noting it contained 
only 88 individual harvest lengths for New Jersey. Yet data provided by anglers for the division’s 
Striped Bass Bonus Fish Program contained 1,826 harvest lengths. Which database would you 
use? 

The Division of Fish and Wildlife, in conjunction with recreational representatives, New 
Jersey's Commissioners to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), and the 
New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council, decided that the 1998 bonus data represented a true 
picture of the New Jersey recreational striped bass fishery. The most critical elements we utilized 
included the length data provided by Bonus Program participants combined with age data from 
our Delaware Bay tagging project. These data  - and some innovative mathematical analysis - 
allowed us to develop management options that not only met the ASMFC criteria, but were also 
acceptable to our recreational anglers.

The next step was to go public. We took those options approved by ASMFC to public 
hearing held in Rochelle Park, Toms River and Cape May. Those attending these hearing 
witnessed an overwhelming majority of anglers in favor of the option that resulted in our current 
regulations. More than anything else, it was evident that anglers, especially surf fisherman, were 
given the opportunity to take fish home for the table that had not been available for many years. 
It has also proven to be beneficial to the party and charter boat industry as illustrated by more 
than 100 boats participating in the Bonus Program.
There may have been times when it seemed resource managers were not listening to the 
voice of the recreational anglers, yet striped bass management demonstrated your voice is loud 
and clear. The Bureau of Marine Fisheries will continue to monitor the striped bass resource 
through our current programs which include:

• Tagging in Delaware Bay (February - May)
• Juvenile Recruitment in the Delaware River (July - October)
• Coastal Fishery Characterization (October - December)
• Bonus Program (year round)
• Striped Bass Age Analysis (all projects)

Our newest project involves collecting striped bass data from recreationally caught fish that 
weigh over 40 pounds. This project is necessary since there is not enough age data from older 
striped bass to properly manage the species. We are once again asking for your assistance. 
Anglers who wish to help out can contact me at 609-748-2020. I will forward additional 
information on the data collection requirements and proper procedures for obtaining the 
information.
As for Dan and Matt, the thrill of their catch lives on. They helped me persuade their mother,

an avid outdoorswoman, to agreeing on the purchase of a new boat ensuring there may be  
many more days like that special one last June. See you on the water, and thanks again.



Outdoor skills 
workshops for 

women
These workshops are for you if you
have never tried these activities and
hope for an opportunity to learn, you
are a beginner who hopes to improve
your skills, you have some outdoor
experience and would like to expand
your abilities, and you are excited to
meet other outdoor enthusiasts. While
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman
workshops are designed primarily for
women, anyone over 18 years of age
is welcome to participate.
Be sure to check out our website at
www.njfishandwildlife.com
For those without Internet access,
send a SASE to : Becoming an
Outdoors-Women
NJF&W, 220 Blue Anchor Rd.,
Sicklerville, NJ 08081.

Name _________________________________

Address _______________________________

City ________________ County ___________

State ___________  Zip __________________

CAN YOU SEE YOUR AD HERE?CAN YOU SEE YOUR AD HERE?
We can! You can reach 400,000 people for one year!
You can’t find a better deal than that.
For more information, call

LIBERTY PRESS PUBLICATIONS
(800) 296-6402
LIBERTY PRESS PUBLICATIONS
(800) 296-6402 E-mail: gvandyke@dtint.com
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Harvest &
Minimum Possession Limit

Species Open Season Length (per person unless noted)

Black Drum No Closed Season 16”* 3*

Black Sea Bass May 10 - Feb. 29 11” 25
Excluding tail filaments

Bluefish No Closed Season No Minimum 15
Cobia No Closed Season 37” 2
Cod No Closed Season 21” No Limit
Eel, American No Closed Season 6” 50*
Flounder, Summer May 12 - September 11 16” 8
Flounder, Winter March 1 - May 31 11” No Limit

Sept. 15 - Dec. 31
Haddock No Closed Season 21” No Limit
Mackerel, King No Closed Season 23” 3
Mackerel, Spanish No Closed Season 14” 10
Pollock No Closed Season 19” No Limit
Porgy (Scup) July 4 - Dec. 31 9” 50
Red drum No Closed Season 18” 5, only 1 over 27”
Shad No Closed Season No minimum 6
Shark+ No Closed Season 48” 2 per vessel
***except prohibited species
Striped bass or hybrid striped bass
-Del. River & tributaries      Mar. 1 - Mar. 31
(Route 1 bridge to Salem           and 28” 1
River & tributaries)             June 1 - Dec. 31

-Del. River & tributaries      Mar. 1 - Dec. 31 Greater or equal 1
(upstream of Trenton Falls) to 24” but less than 28”

-Atlantic Ocean No Closed Season
0-3 miles from shore

-All other waters Mar. 1 - Dec. 31
Tautog Oct. 10 - May 31 14” 10

June 1 - Oct. 9 14” 1
Weakfish No Closed Season 14” 14
No species of fish with a minimum size limit listed above may be filleted or cleaned at sea (except
striped bass if fillet is at least 28” long). (Party boats licensed to carry 15 or more passengers may
apply for a permit to fillet the above species, except striped bass, at sea.)
Blue Crab

- peeler or shedder No Closed Season** 3”
- soft No Closed Season** 3 1/2” 1 bushel
- hard No Closed Season** 4 1/2”

Lobster (carapace length) no closed season 3 1/4” 6
Hard Clam - license required no closed season 1 1/2” 150 clams

*Adoption of this regulation is anticipated in spring 2001.

**Unless using non-collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots. See section on crab pots, page 12.
***Prohibited Sharks Species: basking shark, whale shark, white shark, sand tiger shark, bigeye tiger shark
+Not including dogfish: see description on page 11.

✃

New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife
2001 Marine Recreational Fishing Seasons

Possession & Minimum Size Limits
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Habitat 2000 Landmark Series 
painted by the three Hautman 

brothers, the only brothers ever to
win the prestigious Federal Duck

Stamp Competition. 
The 2000-2001 design, painted by

Joe Hautman, features canvasbacks fly-
ing past America’s most recognizable
New Jersey landmark, the Statue of
Liberty. Brother Bob Hautman will
paint the second year scene of tundra
swans at Sedge Island on Barnegat Bay. 

The third year will feature Jim
Hautman creating a fall scene of wood
ducks at the Delaware Water Gap.
These three land areas are preserved
open space for all to enjoy and cherish!

Since 1984, over $3,600,000 raised to
acquire wetlands for waterfowl habitat
and public use. Over 11,400 acres of
waterfowl habitat have been purchased
or donated.

New this year is a limited edition
(500) collectors knife for each year of
the series, plus a limited edition (500)
Habitat 2000 Souvenir stamp card that
will feature three (3) artist signed
stamps (one for each year of the series).

To purchase a print, collector duck
stamps or one of the new products,
send a legal size SASE to:

The Waterfowl Stamp Advisory
Committee, NJ Fish and Wildlife, P.O.
Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400 Or
visit our web site at:
www.njfishandwildlife.com then click
on the products section. Remember, the
profits from the sale of these items goes
towards the preservation of waterfowl
habitat in New Jersey! 

New Jersey’s 17th Waterfowl Stamp and Print Kicking off 
the New Jersey Landmark Series with the Hautman Brothers

2001 Recreational
Regulations

Applicable to 
Federal Waters

Summary of recreational regulations on selected species
applicable to federal waters (3 to 200 miles) off the New

Jersey coastline. This information is only a guide, as 
regulations are constantly modified.

For additional information, please contact:
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), NE Region,

1 Blackburn Pl., Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

For size and possession limits call 978-281-9260. 
For federal permit applications, 978-281-9370

Local NMFS Enforcement Office 609-528-3315 or 
609-390-8303

Tuna quota updates (in season only) 301-713-1279
www.usatuna.com or call 888-USA-TUNA

Species* Minimum Size Possession Limit
(number per angler per
day unless otherwise specified)

Flounder, Summer 15.5” 3
[open season May 25-Sept. 4]
Marlin, Blue 99 inches lower jaw - fork length
Marlin, White 66 inches lower jaw - fork length

1 of either

Sailfish 63 inches lower jaw - fork length
Scup (Porgy) 9” 50
[open season August 15- October 31]
Swordfish 47 inches, lower jaw - fork length
Tuna

-Bigeye & Yellowfin 27” total curve fork length Phone toll free for permit
-Bluefin 27” application, possession

limits and season updates
888-USA-TUNA

* Prohibited Species: striped bass, basking shark, whale shark, white shark, sand tiger shark,
bigeye sand tiger shark

✃



HUNTING – FISHING – ARCHERY
CAMPING – CLOTHING

LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
Equipment and Uniforms

POLICE – FIRE – INDUSTRIAL

Indoor Shooting Range
Gunsmithing-HandgunProficiency Course

FIREARMS Bought-Sold-Traded

NJ & PA Hunting & Fishing Licenses

Phone 908-561-4400  Fax 908-561-4956
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am–10pm Sunday 9am-6pm

Serving The Sporting Public Since 1947

559 Route 22 West, North Plainfield, NJ

Bui l t  Tough To Fish  Easy

C l a r k s  L a n d i n g

134 Espanong Rd.• Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849
(973) 663-2376 • fax (973) 663-2376

www.marinemax.com

New
Jerseys
Largest

Bass Boat
Dealer

FISH & HUNT IN CENTRAL NEW YORK
WITH

RAINBOW HILL GUIDE SERVICE
FISHING
FISHING LAKES, RIVERS &
STREAMS FLY OR SPIN TACKLE -
WADE OR CANOE TACKLE &
BAIT PROVIDED - FLYFISHING &
CASTING LESSONS

HUNTING
SPRING TURKEY HUNT
FALL TURKEY w/DOGS
QUALITY DEER HUNTS
SMALL GAME, 
PREDATORS
WATERFOWL

OUTDOOR FUN
CANOEING, CAMPING, HIKING

ALL TRIPS INCLUDE MEALS, LODGING & LICENSED GUIDES
VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT

WWW.MAXPAGES.COM/RAINBOWHILL
OR 

CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER FOR  A FREE BROCHURE

1-800-272-0439
YOUR HOSTS:

GEORGE FRANKE & PAULA HOLLOWAY
153 CARROLL LANE, - WS 103 NORWICH, NY 13815

E-mail: RHGuides@yahoo.com
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Did you know....
Of the 14 Atlantic coastal states, New Jersey is
the sixth largest state in value of commercial
seafood landings.

Did you know....
New Jersey accounted for 76.7% (48.6 million
pounds; $28.9 million) of surf clams landed in all
Atlantic coast states.

Did you know....
The salaries and wages generated by recreational
and commercial saltwater fishing combined in
New Jersey is more than twice as large as the
annual toll collections from the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority.

Did You Know?Conserve Wildlife License Plates
Support Nongame and Endangered Species

Since 1972 the Endangered and Nongame species
Program (ENSP) has worked to protect and restore New
Jersey’s endangered and threatened wildlife. You can help
the program through the Income Tax Check-off and/or
through the Conserve Wildlife license plate.
These attractive $50 license plates let everyone know you
believe in conservation, and 80% of your tax deductible payment goes directly to the
ENSP. Personalized Wildlife Plates are also available for $100.
Previously available by mail only, motorist may now purchase the plates in person at
DMV offices regardless of their current expiration date. Plates can also be purchased
from car dealers when buying or leasing a new car.

New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc.

NJSFSC Membership provides one million dollars of sportsmen insurance covers hunting, fishing, target shooting anywhere in U.S. or Canada

Memberships: $25.00 includes monthly newspaper & insurance

$14.00 monthly newspaper only.

The Federation is a statewide, non-profit, non-government, non-partisan organization of New Jersey citizens interested in the wise management of the state’s

natural resources, the conservation of its soils, waters, forests, fish, wildlife, and minerals, and the promotion of healthful outdoor recreation for all.

www.NJSFSC.org

Organized May 24, 1935 Gary Rogers P.O. Box 59 – Pottersville, NJ 07979
Serving over 150,000 members NJSFSC Membership Director 908-439-9974

New Jersey
FIREARMS

Brenner's Hunting
& Fishing

GUILD

VISIT OUR

Penn • G. Loomis • Me
tz

Fly Fishing & Fly Tying
Department

344 St. Georges Ave. Rahway, NJ

(732) 382-4066
www.njfirearmsguild.com

• Rods & Reels
• Live & Frozen Baits

• Expert Rod & Reel Repair
• Large Selection of Quality Firearms

• Full Service Gunsmith
• Paint Ball Pro Shop

24 hr.
Live

Bait &
Licenses

“A Hunting & Fishing Store & Much, Much, More”

Red Hawk Outfitters

128 Route 94
Blairstown, NJ 07825

908-362-7117 or 1-888-453-HAWK
email: redhawk@nac.net

www.redhawkoutfitters.com

Red Hawk Outfitters

24 hr.
Live

Bait &
Licenses

2 Min
from

Paulinskill
River

2 Min
from

Paulinskill
River

15 Min
from

Delaware
River

15 Min
from

Delaware
River

Open 7 Days • Live Bait - Herring to Helgramites!

• Complete Selection of Flies & Fly fishing Equipment!

• Quality Equipment By Shimano, Daiwa, Loomis, Penn and more

• Archery Leagues & Lessons

• Parker, and High Country & Pro Shop

• Indoor Archery featuring the DART System

• Traditional Archery Supplies

• Custom Arrows; Carbon, Aluminum, Cedar

• Guns • Ammo • Gunsmithing

• We BUY Used Guns! Gold and old fishing Tackle

• Hunting Camo Clothing & Boots

• Native American Jewelry & Artwork

• Largest Selection of Muzzleloader & Muzzleloading Supplies

Check out our 
NEW SALT WATER 

Fishing Section
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Sea Run Brown
Trout Program

by Mark Boriek, Principal Fisheries Biologist

October 2000 marked the fourth annual
stocking of this five-year sea run brown trout
program. A total of 110,645 eight-inch brown
trout have been stocked in the tidal freshwater
and brackish portions of the Manasquan River.
We anticipate these trout will migrate out of the
estuary for one to two years, taking advantage
of the abundant forage in the coastal waters.
They will grow to a size of two to four pounds
or larger, then return to the freshwater
Manasquan in the fall of the year. Although it is
doubtful the existing water quality and habitat
will support successful reproduction, the urge
to spawn will concentrate these fish in the
freshwater portion of the Manasquan River cre-
ating an exciting new fishery.  

To date there have been twelve confirmed
catches of sea run browns in freshwater and
five in saltwater. The largest, caught  1/2 mile
upstream from Hospital Rd, Allenwood. The
fish measured 28” in length and had a fin
clipped. It had the characteristic silvery color
and deep body of a sea run trout.  Additionally,
its clipped adipose fin indicated that it had
been stocked in October 1997.

The Ernest Schweibert and Jersey Shore
Chapters of Trout Unlimited provided financial
support and assisted in clipping the adipose fin
of this year’s fish. Anglers are requested to
report all catches of sea run brown trout to
(908) 236-2118 or (908) 637-4173.   

WORKING SINCE 1892 FOR
WILDLIFE, PEOPLE & HABITAT

Classifieds

� Sportsmen: Turn your years of hunting
memories into a beautiful functionable piece of
antlered lighting or furniture, built by us using
your antlers. (Antler size does not matter.)

� Call or write for a free brochure with pieces
designed out of our own inventory of mule deer,
elk, moose or fallow deer.

134 Pequest Drive, Belvidere, NJ 07823
Phone/Fax: (908) 475-5974

www.antlerartistry.com email:prw@nac.net

Paul R. Wiedemann - Craftsman

Design & Creation of Fine Lighting and Furniture

(609) 259-7332

ASSUNPINK BAIT & TACKLE, INC.
BOAT & CANOE RENTALS

ARCHERY EQUIPMENT & RANGE
Imlaystown-Hightstown Rd.
2 Mi. N. Imlaystown Exit 11

Interstate 195

EDWIN & DORIS BOOTH
110 Imlaystown-Hightstown Rd.

Robbinsville, NJ 08691

NEW JERSEY HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
TACKLE • LIVE BAIT

Fat Heads • Shiners • Worms • Flies

CAL'S SPORT SHOP
(201) 337-4772
41 River Road

Oakland, NJ 07436

Route 287 Exit 57 (North or South)
W. Oakland Avenue to River Road

ON THE 

RAMAPO

RIVER

Parsippany
Bait Sport & Tackle

180 Parsippany Rd
Parsippany, NJ 07054

Located in Rear of Green Hill Plaza

Fresh & Salt
Water, Tackle
Fly Fishing

Archery
Hunting

Black Powder

CONNIE DAVELicenses
Live Bait

Phone 973-887-3300
Open Early 7 Days a Week
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LAKE OKEECHOBEE
TROPHY BASS FISHING FISHING PACKAGES

April 1 - January 14
1 day, 0 nights.....$115

2, 1/2 days 1 night.....$125
3 days 3 nights.....$345

January 15 - March 31
1 day, 0 nights.....$130

2, 1/2 days 1 night.....$140
3 days 3 nights.....$390

Rates Include: FREE MOTEL LODGING
6 Doz. Wild Shiners Per Day, Guide, Bass Boat, Tackle.

Crappie, Bluegill, Shellcracker
Fishing Packages

April 1 - January 14
2, 1/2 days 1 night.....$100

January 15 - March 31
2, 1/2 days 1 night.....$115

Rates Include: FREE MOTEL LODGING
Guide, Bass Boat, Tackle.

WILD BOAR, DUCK, TURKEY & DEER HUNTING
Write or call for brochure and references

RON’S GUIDE SERVICE
Rt. 2, Box 92, Lakeport, FL 33471

PH: 863-946-1742     FAX: 863-946-2699
http://www.ronsguideservice.com



Prior to harvesting any shellfish, be certain to
consult the Shellfish Growing Water
Classification Charts published by the
Division of Watershed Management, available
at any shellfish license agent, state shellfish
office or Marine Police Station, or call 609-
748-2000.
• Residential recreational clam, $10.
• Harvest limit of 150 hard, soft, surf clams

per day. Sale of catch prohibited

• Non-resident recreational clam, $20.
Harvest limit of 150 hard, soft, surf clams
per day. Sale of catch prohibited. License
valid only during the months of June, July,
August and September.

• Juvenile recreational clam, $2. For persons
under 14 years of age. Subject to same
restrictions as resident or nonresident adult
recreational license holders. 

• Commercial clam, $50. Unlimited harvest.
Clams may be sold to certified dealers only.

• Oyster, commercial or recreational, $10.
Unlimited oyster harvest. Oysters may be
sold to certified dealers only. 

• Senior Citizen recreational, FREE. NJ resi-
dent 62 years of age or older for clam/oys-
ter license. Harvest limit of 150 clams per
day. Unlimited oyster harvest. Sale of clams
or oysters prohibited. There is a $2 applica-
tion fee for the Senior Citizen Recreational
Shellfish License.

• Disabled veterans may apply for free recre-
ational clamming or crab pot licenses at the
following Division offices:

Trenton Office
Pequest Hatchery & Ed. Ctr.
Nacote Creek Research Station
Northern Region Office
Central Region Office
Southern Region Office

For locations, see Directory, page 2

• Mussels, no license required.

• Mussels, may only be harvested from
approved waters.

•  Recreational crab pot license applications
are also available on our web site:
www.njfishandwildlife.com

NOTE: When obtaining a license from a
license agent, an additional $1 fee is charged.

SHELLFISH & NON-COMMERCIAL CRAB POT 
LICENSE AGENTS
(For over the counter sales only)

ATLANTIC COUNTY
Egg Harbor True Value, 208 N. Philadelphia Ave., Egg Harbor, 609-965-0815
+Gifford Marine, Inc. 124 Margate Blvd., Northfield, 609-383-9500
Jersey State Marina, 601 Bayshore Ave., Brigantine, 609-266-7011
Misty Morning Marina, 1820 Mays Ldg.-Somers Pt Rd., EH Twp., 609-927-5303
+Nacote Creek Shellfish Office, Route 9, Mile 51, Port Republic, 609-748-2040
#Zeus Sporting Goods, 6679 Black Horse Pike, EH Twp., 609-646-1668
CAMDEN COUNTY
*Andersen Sales, 71-75 So. White Horse Pike, Stratford, 856-783-7997
*Berlin Hunting & Fishing, Twin Roads Plaza, 17 Clementon Rd., Berlin, 856-767-1119
CAPE MAY COUNTY
Avalon Hodge Podge, 2389 Ocean Dr., Avalon, 609-967-3274
*Budd’s B&T, 109 Fullingmill Rd., Villas, 609-886-6935
Capt. Tate’s Tackle Box, Route 47-83, Dennisville, 609-861-4001
+City Hall, 9th & Asbury Ave., Ocean City, 609-399-6111
Forty Third St. Dock, 319 43rd St., Sea Isle City, 609-263-2095
+Just Sports, 21 W. Mechanic St., Cape May CH, 609-465-6171
Red Dog B&T, 367 43rd St., Sea Isle City, 609-263-7914
+Upper Twp. Municipal Bldg., 2100 Tuckahoe Rd., Petersburg, 609-628-2011, Ext 200
CUMBERLAND COUNTY
+Bivalve Shellfish Office, 6959 Miller Ave., Port Norris, 856-785-0730
Maurice River Sports Ctr., 329 W. Main St., Millville, 856-825-5500
Four Star Marina, River Rd., Leesburg, 856-785-1273
*South Jersey Sportsman, 3466 Route 47, Millville, 856-825-5454
GLOUCESTER COUNTY
Washington Twp. Parks, Hurfville-Cross Keys Rd., Turnersville, 856-589-6427
Borough of Paulsboro, 1211 Delaware St., Paulsboro, 856-423-1500
HUDSON COUNTY
*Fishing Equipment, 3424 Kennedy Blvd., Jersey City, 201-798-2130
MERCER COUNTY
+NJ Div. Fish and Wildlife, 501 E. State St., 3rd Fl., Trenton, 609-292-2965
MIDDLESEX
Sayreville Sportsman Shop, 52 Washington Ave., Sayreville, 732-238-2060
MONMOUTH COUNTY
Brielle Tackle, 800 Ashley Ave., Brielle, 732-528-5720
*Fishermen’s Den, Belmar Marina, Route 36, Belmar, 732-681-5005
*Mac’s Bait & Tackle, 1301 Highway 35, Neptune, 732-774-4360
OCEAN COUNTY
American Sportsman, 857 Mill Creek Rd., Manahawkin, 609-597-4104
Barnegat Boat Basin, 491 E. Bay Ave., Barnegat, 609-698-8581
Bruce & Pat’s B&T Shop, 317 Long Beach Blvd., Surf City, 609-494-2333
+Clarke’s Marine Supply, 227 E. Main St. (Route 9), Tuckerton, 609-294-0166
Downe’s Bait & Tackle, 287 Brennan Concourse, Bayville, 732-269-0137
Fishermen’s Headquarters, 280 W. 9th St., Ship Bottom, 609-494-5739
George’s Sports-A-Rama, 2597 Hooper Ave., Bricktown, 732-477-6671
Lacey Marine, 308 Route 9, South, Forked River, 609-693-0151
Mole’s Bait & Tackle, 403 Route 9, Waretown, 609-693-3318
Pell’s Fish & Sport Shop, 335 Mantoloking Rd., Bricktown, 732-477-2121
+Scott’s Bait & Tackle, 945 Radio Rd., Little Egg Harbor Twp., 609-296-1300
Wheel House Marina, 267 24th Ave., So. Seaside Park, 732-793-3296
SALEM COUNTY
*Buck Road Sport Shoppe, 128 Buck Rd., Elmer, 856-358-3535
SOMERSET COUNTY
Efinger’s Sporting Goods, 513 W. Union Ave., Bound Brook, 732-356-0604

________________________________________
* Sell only recreational crab pot licenses
# Sell only clam licenses
+ Also sells oyster licenses

Shellfish and Non-Commercial
Crab Pot License Information
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Terrapin Excluders and Biodegradable Panels 
Are Required on Chesapeake-Style Crab Pots
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Users of non-collapsible,
Chesapeake-style crab pots should
be aware that all pots set in any
body of water less than 150 feet
wide at mean low tide or in any
man-made lagoon MUST include
diamondback terrapin excluder
devices. In addition, all non-col-
lapsible, Chesapeake-style crab
pots set in any body of water
MUST include biodegradable
panels. These crab pot modifica-
tions will help reduce the uninten-
tional drowning of terrapins and
allow for escapement of these and other species in the event that pots are lost or abandoned.

Terrapin excluder devices must be no larger than two inches high by six inches wide and securely 
fastened inside each funnel entrance. Biodegradable panels must measure at least six and one-half inches
wide by five inches high and be located in the upper section of the crab pot. The panel must be constructed

of, or fastened to the pot with wood lath, cot-
ton, hemp, sisal or jute twine not greater than
3/16” diameter, or non-stainless steel, uncoated
ferrous metal not greater than 3/32” diameter.
The door or a side of the pot may serve as the
biodegradable panel ONLY if it is fastened to
the pot with any of the material specified
above.Crabbers should be aware that ALL non-
collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots MUST
be licensed and marked with the gear identifi-
cation number of the owner. For crab pot
license information and regulations, see the
regulations on page 12 and license agents on
page 22.

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Marine Fisheries Administration

Application for 2001
Non-Commercial Crab Pot/Trot Line License

A license is required for the recreational use of non-collapsible,
Chesapeake-style crab pots or trot lines. See Summary of Marine
Fish and Shellfish Regulations. This Application is also available on
our website at www.njfishandwildlife.com
APPLICATION FEE $2.00

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________

Phone: ________________ Social Security #: ________________

Date of Birth: ____________ Height: ________ Weight: ________

Eye Color: __________ Hair: ______________ Sex: __________

Signature: ______________________ Date: __________________

Please make check or money order payable to: NJ Fish & Wildlife. 
Completed applications may be sent to any of the following
offices:

NJ F&W - Crab Pot Lic.
PO Box 418
Port Republic, NJ 08241
609-748-2021

NJ F&W - Crab Pot Lic.
PO Box 432
Port Norris, NJ 08349
856-785-0730

NJ F&W - Crab Pot Lic.
PO Box 400
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
609-292-2965

Report marine fish violations to 
609-748-2050 

or 24 hr. DEP Hotline 877-WARNDEP.
Violators of the fillet law are 

subject to 
$20 per fish or $100 to $3,000.



• The total recreational harvest of striped bass along the east coast for 2000    
was estimated at 1,904,198 fish. The total recreational catch was  
18,057,487 striped bass.

• Kudos to Jodi Clarkson, who landed a 62 1/2 pound striper in Delaware
Bay on 11/9/00.

• The State of New Jersey spends more money on striped bass research than 
any other single marine species.

• A six year old, 7 pound female striper can produce approximately 500,000 
eggs while a 17 year old, 50 pound bass can produce 3 million eggs.

• The continent’s first public school was financed in 1669 by profits from 
the sale of striped bass.

• The world record striped bass (recreational) was caught on September 21,
1982 by Al McReynolds off a jetty in Atlantic City. The fish weighed  
78 1/2 pounds and measured 53 inches in length with a girth of 34 inches.

• A 24-inch striper is 4 to 6 years old while a 28-inch bass is from 5 to 8 
years old.

• In the 1890’s, striped bass were collected in the Navesink River,
Monmouth County, and shipped by rail to California.

• The division has tagged 17,683 striped bass in Delaware Bay since 1989,
with 22% of those recaptured.

• The overall record striped bass was 125 pounds caught in 1891 by a 
commercial fisherman in North Carolina.

• If you are an avid striped bass angler and are interested in tagging the fish 
you release, call the American Littoral Society (732-291-0055).

• Striped bass are anadromous, migrating to brackish/freshwater to spawn.

• Juvenile striped bass production in the Delaware River averaged 6.05 
striped bass per seine haul in 2000   the second highest average since the 
survey began in 1980. 

• In 1991, legislation was passed declaring striped bass a game fish in New 
Jersey.

• A 23-inch striper, tagged in Delaware Bay on 3/28/89 was recaptured on 
9/16/00 in Massachusetts Bay measuring 47 inches and weighing 36 
pounds.

• Stock assessment scientists recently estimated the Atlantic Coast 
population of striped bass, ages 3 to 15, to be approximately 40 million
fish.

Striped Bass Facts
- Did You Know
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Do you have a special 
talent for showing people 

the right way to hunt?

Maybe you can
become a Hunter
Education instruc-
tor. Your
involvement
will be a valu-
able contribu-
tion towards the
preservation of our
hunting heritage. Shotgun,
archery and rifle/muzzleloader
instructors are needed in every
county.
Consider this rewarding, yet 
serious commitment: teaching
new hunters - young and young
at heart - eight or more classes
per year, plus annual instructor
training sessions and team
meetings to maintain your
instructor status.
Call 1-877-2HUNTNJ,
leave your name and address
and an application will be
mailed to you.



you get the guaranteed lowest price. 
We’ve shopped the competition, but if 

you find a lower price we’ll match it. Find
a lower price after the sale and we’ll

refund the difference...that’s our promise. 
(See store locations for complete details.)

RIGHT PRICE PROMISEDICK’SWith

You can e-mail us with any comments regarding service at customer.service@dcsg.com or call our toll free number at 1.800.690.7655 ext. 3570

Limited to stock on hand. We reserve the right to limit quantity. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. 

COUPON VALID THROUGH 12/31/02

Bring in your fishing reel 
and we’ll put on up to 

300 yards of 
Trilene® FREE!

Limit one reel per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other coupon offer or used on previously purchased merchandise. 
Not valid towards the purchase of gift cards. Sorry, no rainchecks or layaways. Coupon valid on purchases made in DICK’s stores only. 

Coupon valid through 12/31/02.

FREE LINE WINDING!FREE LINE WINDING!

WE LOVE SPORTS AS MUCH AS YOU DOWE LOVE SPORTS AS MUCH AS YOU DO

PHILADELPHIA LOCATIONS:
Franklin Mills: 20 Franklin Mills Blvd.; Philadelphia PA 19154; 215.637.3230
Oxford Valley: 150 Commerce Blvd.; Fairless Hills PA 19030; 215.946.8750
Exton: 1026 E. Lancaster Ave.; Downingtown PA 19335; 610.518.5200
Roosevelt Blvd.* : 4640-4660 East Roosevelt Blvd.; Philadelphia PA 19124; 215.831.5722
Willow Grove: 2510 Moreland Rd.; Willow Grove PA 19090; 215.657.8977
Plymouth Meeting: 2430 Chemical Rd.; Plymouth Meeting PA 19462; 610.260.4400

* NO FIREARMS AVAILABLE at the Roosevelt location.

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS:
Moorestown: 1300 Nixon Drive; Mt. Laurel NJ 08054; 856.802.1225
Mays Landing: 210 Consumer Square; Mays Landing NJ 08330; 609.407.1711
Deptford: 399 Almonsson Road; Deptford NJ 08096; 856.384.8533
Burlington: 2703 Rt. 541/Towne Crossing; Burlington Twp NJ 08016; 609.747.0400
Princeton: 530 Nassau Park Blvd.; Princeton NJ 08540; 609.419.1661

DELAWARE LOCATIONS:
Brandywine: 1000 Brandywine Parkway; Wilmington DE 19803; 302.477.9577
Christiana: 100 Center Drive/Christiana Center; Newark DE 19702; 302.738.8322

ç Shop anytime at www.DicksSportingGoods.com

STORE HOURS
Sun. 11am to 6pm

Mon.-Fri. 10am to 9:30pm
Sat. 9am to 9:30pm
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Readers Survey -- Win a T-shirt
Help us to assess the effectiveness of and identify improvements in the New
Jersey Fish and Wildlife Digest by completing and returning this short survey.
To reward your input, all entries will be eligible to win one of 25 marine life
T-shirts. Winners will be selected at random from all surveys received.

1. Where did you get your copy of the Digest?
� Bait shop � Marina � Information center

� State park � Other____________

2. Is this the first Marine issue you have seen?
� Yes � No   If no, how many previous year issues have you seen? ______.

3. Which types of information are important to you?  (check all that apply)
� Fish regulations � Order forms � Information articles

� Health advisories � Marine life profile � Phone numbers

4. What additional information would you like added to the Digest? 
________________________________________________________________

5. Are you satisfied with the Digest format (booklet)? � Yes   � No

If no, what format would you suggest? _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

6. Is the information in the Digest easy to find? � Yes   � No

7. What would improve the usefulness of the Digest? ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

8. Have you visited NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife’s website? � Yes   � No

9. Would you like more marine resource information added to the website? � Yes  � No

10. If yes, what types of information would you like to have on the website?____________
______________________________________________________________________

11. What are your marine resources interests?  (check all that apply)
� Crabbing � Fishing: party/charter boats  � Surf

� Clamming � Private boats

� Other___________________________________________________________________

Please mail to: NJDFW - Marine Fisheries Thank you very much!
Nacote Creek Research Station
P.O. Box 418
Port Republic, NJ  08241

Name____________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________ State__________ Zip________

Shirt Size: � M � L � XL � XXL

OVER

800 REELS

3000 RODS

15,000 LURES

IN STOCK

LIVE & FROZEN

BAIT

(732) 899-3506
2621 Bridge Avenue

Point Pleasant, NJ 08742

ABU • DAIWA • PENN

Largest selection
of

fresh & saltwater
tackle in the state

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.REEL-LIFE.COM

OPEN  24 HOURS

EVERYDAY

MAY - OCTOBER
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New Jersey Marine Fish Identification

STRIPED BASS

SCUP

TAUTOG

SUMMER FLOUNDER

WINTER FLOUNDER

WHITE PERCH

NORTHERN KINGFISH

SMOOTH DOGFISH

SAND TIGER SHARK

black drum

AMERICAN SHAD

BLUEFISH

WEAKFISH

BLACK SEA BASS

SPINYDOGFISH

SANDBAR SHARK

NORTHERN SEAROBIN
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Boat Ramp Maintenance Permit
Any vehicle used to transport or launch a vessel or water conveyance on

the following WMAs must have affixed to the lower corner of the driver’s
side rear window a Boat Ramp Maintenance Permit or applicant’s copy
from a valid hunting, fishing or trapping license. Boat Ramp Maintenance
Permits may be purchased for a fee of $15.00 from division offices at the
Pequest Trout Hatchery Natural Resource Education Center, Northern,
Central and Southern Region, Nacote Creek, Bivalve, Tuckahoe, Lebanon
and Trenton offices. Boat Ramp Maintenance Permits may also be pur-
chased through the mail from N.J. Division of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box
400, Trenton, N.J. 08625, Att: Boat Ramp Permit.

1. Round Valley Angler Access 6. Mad Horse Creek
2. Kingwood 7. Union Lake
3. Assunpink 8. Menantico Ponds
4. Dennis Creek 9. Prospertown Lake
5. Tuckahoe

PPUBLICAUBLICATIONSTIONS AAVVAILABLEAILABLE
The following publications are available by writing:

Nacote Creek 
Research Station Publications
PO Box 418 • Port Republic, NJ 08241

• Shellfish Growing Waters Classification Charts.
Send postage stamps in the amount of $0.76.
Note: this publication is available free at any
shellfish license agent.

• NJ Reef News leaflet is available free. Send
postage stamps in the amount of $0.55 to address
above.

• New Jersey Wildlife Profiles Vol 1. This full color,
112 page book features wildlife art by Carol
Decker with species profiles, reprinted from NJ
Outdoors magazines.  Available at the Trenton or
Pequest offices for $23.95, or send check or
money order for $28 to Profiles, NJ F&W, PO
Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400. For more
information call 609-292-9450.

• Party and Charter Boat Directory. Send postage
stamps in the amount of $0.76.

• A Guide to Fishing and Diving New Jersey Reefs.
See this Digest, page 15, for details.

• New Jersey Pumpout Station Directory-
2000-2001 Boating Season Guide.
Send postage stamps in the amount of $.55 
to address above.

by John F. Makai, Supervising 
Biologist

In 1992, the Clean Vessel Act (CVA) was 
passed by Congress to help reduce pollution 
from vessel sewage discharges. Sewage from 
boats degrades coastal water quality leading to 
closure of shellfish beds and swimming areas. 
Organic matter in sewage is decomposed by 
bacteria which consume oxygen, resulting in
less oxygen for fish and other
aquatic animals.

Under U.S. Coast Guard regu-
lations, if a boat has an installed
toilet it will be required to have a
certified Marine Sanitation
Device 
(MSD). The sewage disposal
system selected will depend on
boat design, space configuration
and electrical system. Any MSD 
selected must be certified by the
U.S. Coast Guard.

Recreational boaters can select
a treatment device, holding tank
or a combination of the two.
Equipment options include manual, electrical
or vacuum toilets; pipes or hoses; and flexible
or rigid tanks. Owners of smaller crafts can
choose less costly portable toilets.

Direct discharge of untreated waste into 
waters within three miles of shore is prohibit-
ed, unless operating under a waiver granted by
the U.S. Coast Guard. Sewage from holding
tanks and portable toilets must be pumped out
at shoreside marinas. To date, the Division has
received 169 applications from marinas inter-
ested in receiving federal funds administered
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to
install a pumpout station and/or dump station. 

In addition to the 131 marinas that have 
completed construction, there are approximate-

ly 40 more marinas coastwide that already pro-
vide sewage pumpout services. CVA participat-
ing marinas can charge a pumpout fee not to
exceed $5.00 - a small price to pay for preserv-
ing the water quality of our estuaries. A single
overboard discharge of human waste can be
detected in up to a one square mile area of
shallow, enclosed water and close shellfish
beds to harvesting.

The Borough of Seaside Park
again will be operating a sewage
pumpout boat in Barnegat Bay.
The “Circle of Life” will be
available to pump out recreation-
al boats - free of charge - 
Friday through Monday. During
the 2001 boating season, recre-
ational boaters took advantage of
this service and prevented over
10,000 gallons of sewage from
entering our coastal waterways. 
In addition, Monmouth County

has successfully applied for and
been granted approval to pur-
chase New Jersey’s second

mobile pumpout boat which will be operational
this summer in the Navesink River. For a $5.00
fee, recreational boaters will be able to have
their waste pumped out adjacent to the munici-
palities of Red Bank, Fair Haven, Rumson,
Middletown, Sea Bright, Monmouth Beach,
Oceanport, Little Silver and Long Branch.

For information on the location of 
pumpout and/or dump stations in New Jersey 
waters, contact the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Office of Information and Education 
at 609-748-2056 or the Marine Trades 
Association at 732-206-1400 or 1-800-ASK-
FISH. Also, look for CVA information on the 
Internet ñ visit the division’s web site at:
www.njfishandwildlife.com.

Clean Vessel Act Program

KEEP OUR
WATER CLEAN
USE PUMPOUTS

The state tax revenues 
generated by 

recreational and
commercial saltwater 

fishing combined in New
Jersey could fund the 

average annual tuition for
over 17,000 state residents

to a public university in
New Jersey.

Did You Know?



*ATVs with engine sizes of 70cc to 90cc are recommended for use only by those age 12 years and older and always with adult supervision. • ATVs with engines sizes of 90cc or greater are 
recommended for use only by those age 16 and older. • Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV
Safety Institute at 1-800-877-2887. • ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Always avoid paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and 
protective clothing; never carry passengers; never engage in stunt riding; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix; avoid excessive speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain.

Deptford
Deptford Yamaha

1300 Clements Bridge Rd.
(856) 848-8500

Passaic
F.W. Speer Yamaha

7 Main Ave.
(973) 778-6256

E. Hanover
East Hanover Yamaha

210 Rt. 10
(973) 428-1735

Neptune
Stumpy’s Sales Service Inc.

1207 Hwy 35
(732) 776-5514

Lodi
Bergen Sportcycles
30 Route 46 East
(201) 641-0100

Lake Hopatcong
Route is Yamaha
25 Weldon Rd

(973) 663-3000

• UL Listed
• Certified Fire Protection
• Rack & Pinion Locking
• Patented Star Corner Bolts
• Ball bearing hard plate
• Drill deflector plates
• Concealed hinges
• Quadrated Door Frame
• Sergeant* Greenleaf Lock

• Maintenance Free
• Modular interiors
• F.O.I.L. Relocking System
• 7 luxurious baked on colors
• Large selection of options &    

accessories
• Lifetime Warranty
• Competitive Prices
• Over 20 Models

Garden State Hardware 1-800-544-0616

We Specialize In, In Home Safe Delivery

“Go With America’s
Best! I did, now I 

leave home with a
safe feeling.”

General Chuck Yeager

TRAINING
Now is the time for your Pointing Dog!

Quail Hollow Kennels
104 Quinton Marlboro Rd.

Salem, NJ 08079
Call after sunset:

(856) 935-3459
Brittany pups, started, trained also available

Visa-Mastercard accepted



Where Family Boating Begins

udy    MarineR

$269
a month**

as pictured

$219
a month*

as pictured

YOUR
REPOWER

HEADQUARTERS
$132

a month***
as pictured

FFuullll  GGaalllleeyy
SSttoovvee,,  IIcceebbooxx,,
SSiinnkk  aanndd  RReemmoovveeaabbllee  TTaabbllee

NNoorrtthheeaasstt  RReeggiioonn’’ss
EExxcclluussiivvee  WWaarr  EEaaggllee
DDeeaalleerr

HHuuggee  IInnvveennttoorryy
LLooww,,  LLooww
PPrriicceess??

Low Pricing!
Super

Service!
I-95

Rt. 4 East

Rt. 1
4

1

Rudy Marine

Rt. 411 Mile

DIRECTIONS

Delaware
Memorial
Bridge to I-95
South, to Route
141 North to
Route 4 East ...
1 mile on the
left!

Always the
Lowest Price!

RUDY MARINE
411 S. Maryland Ave., Wilmington, DE  19804

No Hassle
Financing!

* 8.99APR with 10%
down, 144 months

** 8.99 APR wth 10%
down, 180 months

*** 9.9 APR with 10%
down, 120 months

NOTE: Above terms
apply to qualified
buyers.

(302) 999-8735
www.Rudymarine.comwww.Rudymarine.com

SALES
TAX!!NO

HU
GE

 EN
GIN

E

INV
EN

TO
RY

HUNDREDS OF

BOATS TO

CHOOSE FROM

SPORTFISHING BOATS FROM 17’  to  29 ’
Walkaround Sport Cuddys • Center Consoles • Dual Consoles

ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM BOATS FROM 12’  to  23 ’

SPORTFISHING BOATS FROM 16’  to  25 ’
Walkaround Cuddys • Center Consoles • Dual Consoles • Deck Boats

$159
a month***

$132
a month***


